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REISTERSTOWN FESTIVAL PARADE ACKNOWLEDEGES ONE OF OUR OWN  
 

On September 6, 2008, The Buffalo Soldiers of Central Maryland have again been given the distinct honor of partici-
pating in the Reisterstown Festival Parade.  
 
The Soldiers have been extended this honor in acknowledgement of Sergeant 1st Class Augustus Walley, a Buffalo 
Soldier.   Sergeant A. Walley was born in Reisterstown, Maryland. He enlisted in November of 1878 and was as-
signed to the I, 9th Cavalry.  He was later awarded the Medal of Honor for his bravery and heroism especially during 
the Indian Wars Campaign with the Apaches.  
 
With limited comprehensive information relative to African American achievements, we often rely on mne-
monics or varied sources to remember our ancestors. According to the Historic Marker Database website, 
http://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=7196 , William Pfingsten of Bel Air, Maryland submitted the be-
low accounts of Sergeant A. Walley’s accomplishments on August 13, 2007. He notes the references used. The 
information was updated on April 18, 2008, by Richard E. Miller of Oxon Hill, Maryland.  
 
1st Sgt. Augustus Walley was one of three Maryland-born, Afro-American cavalrymen who received the Medal of 
Honor on the western frontier, the others being Sgt. Thomas Boyne and Cpl. William O. Wilson. The following pro-
file is extracted from "The Buffalo Soldier Story: The Proud History of the 9th and 10th Cavalry - Maryland Military 
Heroes" which is found at <http://members.aol.com/baltbufsol/heroes.html> 
 
Augustus Walley was born into slavery on March 10, 1856, in Reisterstown, Maryland. Freed after the Civil War, he 
worked as a laborer in the Reisterstown area until 1878. On November 26, 1878, he enlisted in Baltimore and was 
assigned to the 9th Regiment, U.S. Cavalry, as a private with Troop I. He was shipped to the western frontier, serving 
continuously until his retirement in 1907, with 29 years of service. 
 
Events leading to the application for a Medal of Honor (for his bravery on August 16, 1881, in action against hostile 
Apaches at Cuchillo Negro Mountain, New Mexico) were cited by Lieut. George R. Burnett, 9th U.S. Cavalry, as 
follows: "During the fight a horse of a Private Burton became unmanageable and carried [Burton] directly into Indian 
fire. To avoid this, Burton dropped from his saddle, injured and inactive. Assumed dead, the command was given to 
fall back and take another position, but Burton called out for help and to be rescued. [Walley] without regard for his 
own safety under heavy enemy fire went to Private Burton's assistance and brought him to safety.' 
 
Lt. Burnett also cited numerous other instances of Private Walley's gallantry during the two years under his com-
mand, and the medal recommendation was approved by the Regimental Commander, Colonel Edward Hatch who 
also recommended that the soldier be awarded a Certificate of Merit for distinguished service - considered an even 
higher tribute at that time. 
 
The Medal of Honor was awarded to Pvt. Augustus Walley on October 1, 1890, with a Certificate of Merit. 
 
During the Spanish-American War, then Sergeant Walley was sent to Cuba with the 10th U.S. Cavalry and was 
awarded another Certificate of Merit for gallantry under fire. He subsequently spent two years in the Philippines  
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Islands during the Philippine-American War (a.k.a. the Philippine "Insurrection") with the 10th Cavalry and ulti-
mately retired from the "Buffalo Soldiers" in 1907. 
 
Walley took up residence in Butte, Montana before being recalled to active duty during the First World War on May 
1, 1918. He was assigned as First Sergeant, Sanitary Corps at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana until March 8, 1919. Re-
tired again, he lived on Etting Avenue in Baltimore City until his death on April 9, 1938. He is buried in the cemetery 
of St. Luke's United Methodist Church in Reisterstown, Maryland.        

 
             Photo  Courtesy of :http://www.homeofheroes.com/gravesites/states/                  
pages_pz/walley_augustus.html 
  

   FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN PRESIDENTAL CANDADITE SELECTED BY A MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY 
    
 
     Notwithstanding one’s political affiliation, On Wednesday, August 27, 2008, Honorable Senator    
Barack Obama was voted by acclamation to be the Presidential candidate for the Democratic Party.   
The acclamation vote which is the oral vote of members voting to acknowledge a measure,  was      
overwhelming, and produced at least a two third majority from the delegates.  
 
  This is a milestone in American history when we consider that 38 years ago, 200 school districts in 
the south finally peacefully complied with desegregation laws. However, 175 more districts were still 

holding out. 54 years ago, the Military was desegregated. 60 years ago, in 1948 the U.S. Supreme Court had to reverse 
a decision by the Missouri State Supreme Court that forced an African American couple out of a home they purchased 
because it was forbidden via a covenant to sell to African Americans.   
 
According to: http://www.barackobama.com/learn/meet.php, below is a brief background of Senator Obama.   
 
Barack Obama was born in Hawaii on August 4th, 1961. His father, Barack Obama Sr., was born and raised in a small 
village in Kenya, where he grew up herding goats with his own father, who was a domestic servant to the British.  
 
Barack's mother, Ann Dunham, grew up in small-town Kansas. Her father worked on oil rigs during the Depression, 
and then signed up for World War II after Pearl Harbor, where he marched across Europe in Patton's army. Her mother 
went to work on a bomber assembly line, and after the war, they studied on the G.I. Bill, bought a house through the 
Federal Housing Program, and moved west to Hawaii. It was there, at the University of Hawaii, where Barack's parents 
met. His mother was a student there, and his father had won a scholarship that allowed him to leave Kenya and pursue 
his dreams in America. Barack's father eventually returned to Kenya, and Barack grew up with his mother in Hawaii, 
and for a few years in Indonesia. Later, he moved to New York, where he graduated from Columbia University in 
1983.  
 
Photo courtesy of http://www.barackobama.com/learn/meet.php 



WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT 
 

 

Most people are in shock after an accident, and some are unfortunately taken for emergency care. If you are involved 
in an accident and you or another person is able to obtain the accident information, it could help support and expedite 
your claim. The information on the next three pages can be printed and used to collect most of the necessary informa-
tion.   
 

Buffalo Soldier apparel can be purchased by logging onto the 
Buffalo Soldier Store web site at : http://www.
buffalosoldierstore.com/Main2.htm 
 
The Buffalo Soldier Store contact number is (540) 520-2518 

 BUFFALO SOLDIER APPAREL 

THE TRANSITION to DIGITAL TV 
Effective February 17, 2009, United States television stations will no longer transmit analog signals to your televi-
sions. If you use indoor antennas like rabbit ear or outside analog antennas, you will stop receiving television recep-
tion on this day unless you obtain a converter box. These converter boxes can be purchased at retail stores like 
Wal-Mart, Best buy, Circuit City, Sears…etc. You can obtain up to two (2) $40.00 coupons to offset the cost of the 
converter box that usually cost between $40.00 and $70.00. To obtain your coupon online, go to www.DTV2009.
gov, or you can call the automated system 24 hours a day at -888-DTV-2009 (1-888-388-2009). 

 
To add an item to future newsletters, 
please submit your request to Hammer. 
 
 
**Next newsletter 2009**  
 

HAMMER 
Newsletter Coordinator:  
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LEATHER WORK 
 

If you need your “Colors” , or a patch sewn on your leather vest, Outback Leathers, 309 main Street, Laurel MD, (301) 604-2211, is a vendor 
experienced with installing these items. At this time, the charge is $5.00 per patch (i.e. the colors consist of five patches = $25.00). 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

       
 Reuben Lawson, MBA/JD 
   Attorney - At -Law           THE FULL SERVICE DISCOUNT EXPERTS 1.75 % 

      Equitable Bldg., Suite 204  
       10 N. Calvert Street         Betty “Baby Bird” Johnson  
        Baltimore, MD 21202           410-288-6700 (Office) 

                  410-685-6060                                                                          410-499-8321 (Cell) 
 
 FOR SALE 
 

One Soei-Med- full face helmet RF 1000 
Graish Brown 06/04 
Used about 6 times  $75.00   
Call Hammer—443-535-2881       


